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Content 

• Activities coordinated by UNEP 
Chemicals 

• Information from UNEP/IRP 



By Chemicals Branch 

• Jinhui LI, Director SCRCAP , nominated by the Asia-
Pacific Group to serve on the Advisory Committee of 
the PCB Elimination Network; 

Established and manages the regional information 
exchange platform ‘PCB Elimination Action in Asia-Pacific’ 
(http://pcbs.bcrc.cn) 

The documents are available at: 
http://chm.pops.int/Implementation/PCBs/DocumentsPub
lications/tabid/665/Default.aspx 

 

• Developed ‘PCB Inventory 
Guidance’; 

• Developed a ‘Factsheet on 
Information Requirements’ 

http://pcbs.bcrc.cn/
http://chm.pops.int/Implementation/PCBs/DocumentsPublications/tabid/665/Default.aspx
http://chm.pops.int/Implementation/PCBs/DocumentsPublications/tabid/665/Default.aspx


PEN Advisory 
Committee meetings 
 
 
 
           Geneva, 2014 

Beijing, Sep 2012 



Chemicals management 

Projects related to new POPs: 

1. Under implementation (2014-2015): 
“Capacity-Building for Environmentally 
Sound Management (ESM) of 
Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers (PBDEs) 
and Their Waste in Selected Asia-Pacific 
Countries” through the China Trust Fund; 

2. Under review by the GEF Secretariat: 
”Sub-regional Action Plan (Asia) for PBDE 
Management and Reduction”. 

 



Key Messages of IRP Metal Work (1) 

• Global demand increase: Copper and aluminum doubled 
over last two decades; even stronger demand for 
specialty metals that is vital to innovative and green 
technologies, e.g., indium from 1200 tons (2010) to 
2600 tons (2020); 

• Recycling rate low: only 18 metals, like iron/steel, 
palladium and platinum, above 50% ; many metals show 
rates below 25%; most of specialty metals even below 
1% ; 

• Metal environment impact could be improved in four 
areas: (i) local impacts of mining; (ii) life cycle energy 
use, (iii) emissions from non-metal sources, and (iv) final 
sink and disposal; 



Key Messages of IRP Metal Work (2) 

• Improved recycling of metals requires moving away from a 
material-centric (MMC) to a product-centric approach; 
depends on mobilization of various actors in the value 
chain, e.g., operators in primary production of metals/ 
metal-containing products to recycling and collection 
industry to consumers; 

• Weight-based targets for recycling hinder rather than 
promote recycling of many critical elements in complex 
products (usually present in very low concentrations); 

• Priorities have to be set for different metals, such as base 
metals, special metals, critical-technology metals, etc.  
Policies should neither exceed what is physically and 
thermodynamically possible, nor prioritize one or two 
metals at the inadvertent expense of other metals found 
in the input stream. 
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Thank you very much for your 
attention 

UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and Economics 

Chemicals Branch, DTIE International Resource Panel 
Heidelore Fiedler Shaoyi Li 
Geneva, Switzerland Paris, France 
Email: heidelore.fiedler@unep.org Shaoyi.li@unep.org  
www.unep.org/chemicalsandwaste http://www.unep.org/resourcepanel/  
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