
 
 

The plastic waste in remote and 
mountainous areas project

Remote and mountainous areas  
are among the areas that are the  
most affected by plastic waste.  
Yet, while much attention in recent years  
has focused on the impacts of plastic waste  
on the world’s oceans, pollution in mountain regions  
has rarely made the headlines.

Plastic is the most common type of waste found in remote and  
mountainous areas. The rapid increase of plastic waste in these regions  
is driven, to a large extent, by tourism. Adding to the burden, microplastics  
which travel long distances and often end up in remote and mountainous areas  
from the Arctic to the Alps, from the Rockies to the Mount Everest.

Meanwhile, remote and mountainous areas, especially in developing countries, face unique 
challenges in minimizing and managing plastic waste, such as:

 

Remoteness

Limited financial and 
human resources

Difficult natural and 
climate conditions

Lack of 
infrastructure

Absence of 
economies of scale

To learn more and to download  
our materials, visit our website: 

http://www.basel.int/tabid/8346



The project “Plastic Waste in Remote and Mountainous Areas” seeks to address these chal-
lenges by strengthening capacity and awareness in remote and mountainous areas. A mix 
of dissemination of success stories, generation of data and knowledge, education, aware-
ness-raising and pilots on the ground seek to reduce and address plastic waste in these areas.

The project is financed by:
	• Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Norway

	• Ministère de la Transition écologique of France

	• Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation

	• Norwegian Retailers Environment Fund. 

The BRS Secretariat is a member of the Mountain Partnership  
and cooperates among others with:
	• United Nations Environment Programme

	• Grid-Arendal

	• International Climbing and Mountaineering Federation (UIAA)

	• International Federation of Mountain Guides Associations (IFMGA)

To date, the following Parties to the Basel Convention have been identified as pilot countries. 
Additional countries may be identified in the future.

	• Lesotho

	• Kazakhstan

	• Mauritius

	• Nepal

	• North Macedonia

	• Peru 

	• Rwanda

	• Tajikistan

	• Uzbekistan

	 •	 For further information and any  
inquiries related to this project, please contact  
Mehrnoosh Azodi (mehrnoosh.azodi@un.org)

For any financial contributions please contact  
Frank Moser (frank-michael.moser@un.org).
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